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CHINA:
PASSING RATE OF BLOCK BOARDS AT
96.5%

The passing rate of block boards in China in the fourth
quarter of 2008 was 96.5%, according to the General
Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection
and Quarantine. The survey involved 122 products
(excluding exports) made by 122 enterprises in 10
provinces and autonomous regions such as Anhui,
Hebei, Tianjin, Shandong, Hunan, Zhejiang, Fujian and
Hubei. The main problems were bending strength
and formaldehyde emission. Among the substandard
products were the Xindeli brand block board made
by Xinli Wood Industry in Nanling county and Heiniu
brand block board made by Heiniu Wood Product
Factory in Anhui province. The other substandard
manufacturers included Zhongrong Wood Industry in
Nanling county and Senbao Wood Industry in Wuhu
city. (All the company names are direct translations
from Mandarin)

Woo0d168, 20 Jul 2009

CHINA:
NEW STANDARD IN FLOOR LOCK
TECHNIQUE DRAFTED

In China, standard drafting of a new floor lock
technique was announced by Yekalon (Hubei)
Wooden Products Co Ltd (Yekalon) and the Chinese
Academy of Forestry’s Research Institute of Wood
Industry. Named Tap&Go, the patent of the floor lock
is held by Shenzhen Yekalon Industry Co Ltd.

Presently, floor lock technologyis owned by a European
company. For every square metre of wooden flooring,
the company will charge USD 1 (EUR 0.71) in patent
royalty and USD 0.30-USD 0.50 in patent infringement
compensation. The new standard would allow
local flooring companies to save over USD 300mn in
compensation.

China Timber, 10 Jul 2009

QATAR:
ECONOMY TO GROW 6% TO 7% IN
2009

During an interview with CNN, Qatar’s Economy and
Finance Minister Yousuf Hussein Kamal said that the
country’s economy will grow 6% to 7% in 2009. Kamal

said the country plans to become an educational,
financial and health hub in the Middle East region.

Qatar is on its way to have a zero dependence
on hydrocarbon economy by 2020. But delays are
inevitable, Kamal added.

The Peninsula, 27 Jul 2009

UAE:
ECONOMY POSTS 7.4% GROWTH IN
2008

According to the central bank of the UAE, the economy
has grown by 7.4% in 2008, and the value for total
exports and re-exports is reported at AED 878.51bn
(EUR 168.09bn USD 239.36bn), which has risen by 33.9%
compared to 2007. The inflation rate has increased
from 11.1% in 2007 to 12.3% in 2008. Other than that,
the UAE has exported AED 313.74bn worth of crude oil
in 2008, which is higher by 39.7% compared to 2007.
This is due to higher crude oil production and rise in
crude oil prices. Meanwhile, the money supply in the
economy has risen from AED 696.20 billion in 2007 to
AED 899.10 billion in 2008, posting a 29.1% growth.

Zawya, 27 Jul 2009

INDIA:
USD 2.5BN FOREST-PROTECTION FUND
SET UP BY GOVERNMENT

In an effort to improve its environmental track record,
India has set up a forest-protection fund worth USD
2.50bn (EUR 1.75bn). Minister of State for Environment &
Forests, Jairam Ramesh, said the fund, which is one of
the biggest in the world, will be earmarked for forest
regeneration and management. Another USD 1bn
in public funds will be allotted for forestrelated
activities. Meanwhile, a regulatory body modelled on
the US Environmental Protection Agency will also be
established. The country is the fourth biggest carbon
emitter in the world.

The Asian Wall St reet Journal, 14 Aug 2009

GERMANY/MYANMAR:
IMPORTS OF TEAK FALL TO ZERO AFTER
EU’S EMBARGO

According to the German Federal Statistical Office,
imports of teak from Myanmar to Germany have
fallen to zero following the EU’s embargo on 10 March
2008. The ban on importing teak from Myanmar was
extended for another 12 months on 27 April 2009.
In the first quarter of 2008, 525 m of tropical sawn
hardwood lumber was imported from Myanmar and
876 m of tropical hardwood logs. Between 2002 and
2006, annual imports of sawn hardwood lumber varied
between 400 m and 600 m annually. This rose to 2,039 m
in 2007. Between 2002 and 2007, imports of hardwood
logs varied between 5,000 m and 6,000 m . Imports of
tropical wood from Myanmar to Germany accounted
for 0.5% of total imports of tropical wood.

Holz-Zent ralblat t , 24 Jul 2009
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GERMANY:
SOFTWOOD IMPORTS FALL 14% IN FIRST
FIVE MONTHS OF 2009

Germany’s softwood imports totalled 1.2mn cubic
metres in the first five months of 2009, which is a 14%
decrease on the same period of the previous year.
The highest volume of imports came from Sweden,
seeing growth of 2.3% to 281,000 cubic metres.
Imports from Latvia and Norway grew 41% and 14.7%
respectively. Decreases were seen for all other major
supply countries, with a 39% decrease from Finland,
a 28.6% decrease from Austria and a 8.2% decrease
from Russia.

Holz-Zent ralblat t, 31 Jul 2009

GERMANY:
RECESSION IS OVER

The recession in Germany is over, say experts.
Government, banks and research institutes think GDP.
will fall only slightly or not fall at all in the second quarter
of 2009. The bottom is already reached.

However, the experts also say even if the economy
grows in the third quarter, a new shock like rising
unemployment or faling consumption too could
reverse the trend.

Financial Times Deut schland, 14 Jul 2009

GERMANY:
EXPORTS OF RAW SOFTWOOD FALL
45.1% TO MAY 2009

Exports of raw softwood from Germany fell 45.1% in
January 2009 to May 2009 compared to the same
period of 2008. This is according to the German Federal
Statistical Office. Austria remains the largest market
for raw softwood at 657,000 solid cubic meters. China
saw the largest percentage rise in exports of 945.1%,
followed by India with 60.8% and Italy with 37.4%.
France saw the biggest percentage fall in exports of
86.8%.

Holz-Zent ralblat t , 31 Jul 2009

GERMANY/SOUTH AFRICA:
NOVEL PAPERHONEYCOMB HOUSES
FOR SLUMS

Regarding slums as well as disaster and refugees’
areas around the world, Gerd Nieméller, a German
engineer, and architects at the German Bauhaus
University, Weimar, have jointly developed houses
featuring plastic-coated paperboard structures i.e.
honeycomb elements.

Due to funding reasons i.e. cost of about EUR 4,000
(USD 5,587.51) per 34-sq.m home, Niemoller’s firm
The Wall, which is based in Kiel/Germany and
Switzerland, intends to attract private companies and
aid organizations such as World Vision. To exhibit the
invention with regard to South Africa’s 2010 FIFA World
Cup, a residential area with five houses is planned
near Cape Town.

Munchner Merkur, 13 Jul 2009

GERMANY:
MARKET FOR HARDWOOD LUMBER IS
NOT LEVELLING OUT

The German market for sawn hardwood lumber shows
no signs of levelling out, despite the recovery of the
softwood market. Two-thirds of sawmills described
the trading environment as poor in July 2009. Sales in
Germany are slowing. Exports to Eastern Europe fell in
June 2009 and July 2009. Sawmills have reduced their
production to prevent a build-up of unsold timber in
warehouses. Industry experts hope that demand and
prices will stabilise in autumn 2009.

Holz-Zentralblatt, 07 Aug 2009

GERMANY:
WOOD WINDOWS GAIN GROUND

The economic crisis has resulted in an increasing
demand for wood windows in Germany, says Pro
Holzfenster, a sector association. The majority of the
wood windows companiesi.e. Pro Holzfenstermembers
regard business development as good or very good. At
present, demand for wood windows exceeds demand
in 2008 by 10% to 20%. Wood windows are popular
when it comes to high-quality home construction and
historic monument projects. Investments have risen in
the latter business fields.

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 24 Jul 2009
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GERMANY:
SOFTWOOD SAWMILLS REPORT BETTER
BUSINESS CLIMATE IN JULY

Softwood sawmills in Germany reported an improved
business climate in July 2009, compared with July
2008 as well as June 2009, according to the German
Federal Statistial Office (Destatis). Some 10% of those
asked reported a good climate, 71% a satisfactory
climate and 19% a poor climate. The companies
believe that the crisis is over in the industry and that
its consequences will be overcome in the following
months. Market development has accelerated both
inland and abroad. All companies asked predict rising
or stable timber prices in following months. They are
concerned about softwood standing timber supply
and the price structure of both standing timber and
felled timber.

Holz-Zentralblatt, 07 Aug 2009

FINLAND:
LAMINATE FLOORING MORE POPULAR
IN THE RECESSION

According to flooring and textile wholesaler Orient
Occident in Finland, Finnish consumers want their floors
to look cosy and welcoming, and to be easy to care
for. In future, environmental issues will become more
and more important. According to the Federation
of Floor and Wall Covering Contractors, before the
recession, Finnish consumers chose expensive-looking
wooden parquet of wide planks. Now they choose
laminate. About five million square metres of laminate
is sold a year.

Ceramic tiles are more and more often used on
hall and kitchen floors. The clear trend in the case
of both laminate and ceramic tiles, is removable
flooring. This makes it possible to transfer the floor to
a new home. Vinyl flooring has clearly lost popularity.
Laminate flooring rather than vinyl flooring is installed
even in rental flats. Fitted carpets are also making a
comeback.

Aamulehti, 01 Aug 2009

U. KINGDOM:
HOUSEBUILDERS TO RESUME NEW
BUILDING WORK AS DEMAND RISES

A number of UK housebuilders have announced that
they are to resume new building projects as a sharp rise
in demand for completed new homes has left many
with dwindling levels of stock. Barratt Homes had 822
completed homes for sale at 30 June 2009, down from
1,821 a year earlier, and equivalent to just four weeks’
stock at current demand levels. Bovis Homes has 480
stock units, compared to 1,000 at 1 January 2009, while
Persimmon currently has 390

completed homes, down from 460 a year earlier, and
Gallliford Try has just 80, compared to 280 in July 2008.
The UK’s Construction Products Association (CPA) has
raised its 2009 forecast for new build homes from 70,000
to 72,000.

Construction News , 16 Jul 2009

BELGIUM :
GREEN ECONOMY GROWS 44%
BETWEEN 1995 AND 2005

According to the Belgian planning office, the country’s
‘green’ economy, or economy oriented towards
sustaining the environment, has grown between 1995
and 2005 to the extent that it employs almost as many
people as the Belgian aviation or automotive sectors.
The number of such businesses has increased by 44%,
with turnover growing 22%. Meanwhile, its workforce
has expanded from 55,000 to 77,000. The predominant
activities of this largely service-based economy are
waste management, research and development and
water treatment.

De Standaard, 15 Jul 2009

NETHERLANDS:
NEW HOMES SALES IMPROVE

According to sector association Neprom, project
developers in the Netherlands sold 5,000 new homes in
the second quarter of 2009. This is down 30 compared
with the second quarter of 2008 but up from 3,200 in
the first three months of 2009.

De Telegraaf, 11 Jul 2009, online:-

One day, there was this lawyer who had just bought a new car, and he was eager to show it off fo his
colleagues, when all of a sudden an eighteen wheeler came out of nowhere and took of the driver's side

be the same.

door with him standing right there.
"NOOO!" he screamed, because he knew that no matter how good a mechanic tried to fix it, it never would

Finally, a cop came by, and the lawyer ran up to him yelling. "“MY JAGUAR DOOR WAS JUST RUINED BY
SOME FOOLISH DRIVER!I" he exclaimed.

"You're a lawyer aren't you?" asked the policeman.
"Yes, I am, but what does this have to do with my car?!?!" the lawyer asked.

"HA! You lawyers are always so materialistic. All you care about is your possessions. I bet you didn't even
notice that your left arm is missing did you?" the cop said.

The lawyer looked down at his side and exclaimed "MY ROLEX!"
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BRAZIL:

GOVERNMENT RELEASES 2.7MN
HECTARES OF AMAZON FOREST TO
PRIVATE SECTOR

Brazi’s Environment Minister Carlos Minc has
announced a packet in which concessions for 2.7mn
hectares of public forest in the Amazon has been
conceded for exploration by the private sector until
2010. A total of 96,000 hectares of the National Forest of
Jamari (Rondonia state) has already been auctioned.
The government believes it is possible to increase the
annual supply of ‘legal’ wood (sustainably sourced)
from the current 75,000 cubic metres to 840,000 cubic
metres in six new areas by the end of 2010. In general,
five or six trees are cut down out of the 500 normally
found in a one hectare area.

The new concession packet is expected to increase
the annual supply to around 38,000 lorries loaded
with wood in the states of Acre, Amazonas, Para and
Rondonia. The concessions, which are 40 years long,
will be supervised by environmental regulatory body
Ibama

Valor Economico, 31 Jul 2009

BRAZIL:
DEFORESTATION OF THE AMAZON
FALLS 75%

The deforesting of the Amazon rainforest in Brazil fell
75% in June 2009 compared to the same period in
2008, according to a report by the Imazon institute
(Instituto do Homen e Meio Ambiente da Amazonia).
The study found that in June 2009 the region’s forest lost
around 150 square kilometres, whilst in June 2008 the
loss stood at 612 square kilometres. The deforestation is
measured with the SAD system, using satellite images.

In June 2009 the deforestation was larger in Para
state, where 121.5 km square of forest was felled.
Deforestation in the states of Rondonia, Mato Grosso,
Amazonas, Acre and Tocantins was on a smaller scale.
The SAD also registered deteriorated areas of the
Amazon which suffer from intense exploration by the
wood industry or intense fires. Around 661 km square of
the Amazon suffered from this in June 2009, with 84%
in Mato Grosso.

Investimentos e Noticias, 31 Jul 2009

o

Amen."

PERU:
LAND NEEDING REFORESTATION
REACHES 20MN HECTARES IN 2009

Peru’s National Forestry Chamber has reported that
there is now around 20mn hectares of land to be
reforested in Peru. This is an increase of 17% compared
to the 17mn hectares that required reforestation in
2007.

The need for reforestation is greater in mountainous
areas than in jungle areas and is most expensive in
coastal areas, at a cost of USD 3,000 (EUR 2,080.98)
per hectare.

Gestion, 04 Aug 2009

US:
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW HOMES RISES
IN JUNE 2009

The Commerce Department has reported a 3.6% rise
in construction of new homes to an annual rate of
582,000 units in June 2009. Meanwhile, applications
for building permits increased 8.7% to an annual rate
of 563,000 units. Analysts say the rise in housing starts
reflects an increase in single-family home construction
of over 14%.

Seattle Times, 17 Jul 2009

RUSSIA:
DEMANDFORCHEAPFLOORCOVERING
EXPECTED TO ADVANCE

The agency Discovery Research Group has carried
out a research for floor covering market. A decline
of repair service market has been observed in Russia
since the beginning of H2 2009. Experts consider that
demand for cheap materials (like laminated plastic
and linoleum) will increase in 2009-2010.

Output of parquet totalled 1.86mn square metres
in 2008 (up 8% against 2007), floor ceramic tile and
ceramic granite over 73mn square metres (up 6.3%),
laminated plastic 55-60mn square metres (against
46mn square metres in 2007). Output of linoleum
dropped 3%, to 128.6mn square metres in 2008.

Openmarket.ru, 17 Jul 2009

“Dear God, this year please send clothes for all those poor ladies in Daddy's computer, N
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to them.

1. Grandoor Manufacturing Sdn Bhd
Lot 11779, Jalan lkan Mata Duyong
Telok Gong, 42000 Port Klang
Selangor Darul Ehsan
Tel No: (03) 3134 3688
Fax No: (03) 3134 1788
E-mail: enquiries@grandoor.com.my

2. Keow Seng Sawmill Sdn Bhd
18, Lorong Bunga Rampai 1
Off Jalan Raja Uda
12300 Butterworth, Pulau Pinang
Tel No: (04) 572 8888
Fax No: (04) 572 8188
E-mail: keowsengsawmill@yahoo.com.sg

3. MSK Timber Sdn Bhd
Lot 1000, Mk 12
Jalan Bukit Mertajam
14100 Juru, Pulau Pinang
Tel No: (04) 508 5798
Fax No: (04) 502 5205
E-mail: msktsb@streamyx.com

4. Kilang Papan Hock Seng Teck
Sdn Bhd

Lot 528, Batu 15%2 Jalan Kluang
86810 Jemaluang, Johor Darul Takzim
Tel No: (07) 797 0107, 797 0108

Fax No: (07) 797 0109

5. Sun Sheng Ni Sdn Bhd
No. 6, Jalan Desa Ampang 6
31350 Ipoh, Perak Darul Ridzuan
Tel No: (05) 466 8042
Fax No: (05) 466 4495

6. E-Wood Moulding (Malaysia)
Sdn Bhd

Plot 41, Jalan Johan 2/3

Kawasan Perindustrian Pengkalan I
31550 Pusing, Perak Darul Ridzuan
Tel No: (05) 366 2333

Fax No: (05) 366 2666

E-mail: info@ewood.com.my

7.

10.

11.

owing applications for membership and would like to

East Timber Sdn Bhd

D-G-06, Block D, Ritze Perdana

No. 5, Jalan PJU 8/2, Damansara Perdana
47820 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan
Tel No: (03) 7725 5516

Fax No: (03) 7727 7516

E-mail: ty.easttimber@gmail.com

. ECT Timber Enterprise Sdn Bhd

No. 21A, Jalan Dedap 18

Taman Johor Jaya

81100 Johor Bahru, Johor Darul Takzim
Tel No: (07) 358 1532

Fax No: (07) 352 3850

E-mail: ect8253@streamyx.com

. Asma Wood (M) Sdn Bhd

No. 109, Batu 4%z Jalan Gombak
53000 Kuala Lumpur

Tel No: (03) 4024 7101

Fax No: (03) 4023 9786

E-mail: asmawood@gmail.com

Futurewood Products Sdn Bhd
No. B-22, 2nd Floor

Jalan Haji Ahmad 7

Sri Pahang Business Centre

25300 Kuantan, Pahang Darul Makmur
Tel No: (09) 566 8055

Fax No: (09) 566 8055

U M Wood Industries Sdn Bhd

Lot 14059, Kawasan Perindustrian Wakaf
Tapai, 21040 Marang
Terengganu Darul Iman
Tel No: (09) 680 4331, 680 4332,
680 4333, 680 4334,
680 4335
Fax: + 60 (09) 680 4336
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@ Parekh Timber Traders

Tumkur Road, Nagasandra Post

Bangalore 560073 India

Tel No : + 9108028396120

Fax No: + 9108028395043

E-mail: parekhtimber@gmail.com

Person to Contact : Naresh

Products Interested : Merbau, Red Meranti
Select & Better. Size : Length 7°-14’, Width
3”-15" Thick 3”-5”, Air Dry (Shipping Dry)
Full sawn. Quantity (m3/Month) 200

Port of Delivery: Tuticorin or Chennai
Delivery Period:15 Days

@ Specialty Timber Traders PL

22 Harrisons Lane, Glenorie

NSW 2157 Australia

Tel No : 61296515577

Fax No: 61296511977

E-Mail : sales@sttraders.com.au

Person to Contact : Matthew Lee

Products Interested : Ramin, Select & Better
Size : 100wdrx25/32/38/50mm, Kiln Dried
Full Sawn M.C. (%) 10 Quantity (m3/Month)
40 Port of Delivery: Brisbane/Sydney/
Melbourne

@ Ambica saw Mill

414 n.s.c.Bose Road, Kolkata, West
Bengal India

Tel No: 9103324302348

E-mail : patelpooja48@yahoo.com
Person to Contact : Ashwin Patel

Products Interested : Balau, Salagan Batu,
Select & Better, Sizes : Air Dry (Shipping
Dry) Full Sawn Quantity : (m3/Month) 5000
Port of Delivery : Kolkata

@ Holland Timber BV

Zalmweg 36 Raamsdonksveer
Netherlands

Tel No: 31162576150

Fax No: 31162576161

E-Mail : jack@holland-timber.nl

Website: www.holland-timber.nl

Person to Contact : Jack L Van Den Berg
Products Interested : Ramin, Select & Better
(Others) broomhandles Size: 24 & 28mm
diameter Air Dry (Shipping Dry) M.C. (%)
12/14% Quantity (m3/Month) 30 Port of
Delivery : Rotterdam Delivery : 12 months

TRADE ENOQU

@ Teng Long Door Co Ltd

Baiyun District, Guangzhou China

Tel No : 8602087449301

Fax No : 8602087449261

E-mail : joan@tl-door.com

Website : www.tl-door.com

Person to Contact : Joan Qiao

Products Interested : Meranti, Serviceable &
Better . Size: 38mmx150mmx2200mm Kiln
Dry, Bare Sawn, M.C. (%) 10-12% Quantity :
(m3/Month) 2000 Port of Delivery : Guangzhou
Huangpu

@ Classy

Chenguvetty Kottakal Kerala 676503
India

Tel No : 0091-9349136775

Fax No : 0091-483 2751662

E-mall : jafferclassy@gmail.com

Website : classy.com

Person to Contact : Jaffer Classy
Products Interested :Meranti, Select &
Better, Size : Furniture Kiln Dried, Full Sawn
Quantity (m3/Month) 250 (m3/Year) 3000
Port of Delivery : Cochin, India

Delivery Period : Immediately

@ Jaf-Polska

Szkolna 15 Rokietnica 62090 Poland

Tel No : 48513056607

E-Mail : grzeg

Person to Contact : Grzegorz Gralewski
Products Interested : Merbau, Standard &
Better, Size: 2”’x6”’x7°+ Kiln Dried Full sawn
M.C.(%) 12, Quantity (m3/Month) = 40
(m3/Year)= 500

Port of Delivery : Gdansk.

Delivery Period : Prompt

Others : T/T

® As Masif Ltd

E-5 Karayolu No : 233 Kartal Istanbul

81800 Turkey

Tel No : 902163740546

Fax No : 902163723285

E-Mail : sanall944@gmail.com

Products Interested : Meranti, Select & Better,
Size : 1”x6” & up Kiln Dried, Full Sawn Quantity :
(m3/Month) 100 Port of Delivery : Istanbul,
Turkey

Delivery Period : 2 Months

TEAMber Business 15



Volume 6 = Septerﬁper 200§

MTC Dinner 2009

The MTC Dinner 2009 was held on 16 July 2009 at the Ball Room of the Hilton
Sentral. It was well attended by a huge and diverse group of guests. Amongst
them were foreign dignitaries and those with past and present dealings with the
Council. Also at the dinner were those from the timber industry, government
agencies and participants from overseas brought in specifically under the MTC
Familiarization Programme. The occasion was graced by the recently appointed
Minister of Plantation Industries and Commodities, Y.B. Tan Sri Bernard Dompok.

Towards the end of the dinner, Mr. Henrik Stoldt of Parkett Magazin, Germany
spoke briefly on behalf of those under the Familiarization Programme.
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The Timber Exporters’ Association of Malaysia

While every effort has been made to ensure that the information printed is accurate and correct, neither TEAM nor
its office, members or employees shall assume any responsibility or be made liable for any inaccuracy and error
printed.

If you find this publication interesting and informative, and would like to donate RM500.00 for half page A5 size OR RM1,000.00 for full
page A4 size advertisement in our newsletter, please fill the boxes below.

For your kind gesture, you will stand to enjoy your advertisement for one issue only of our Newsletter. The Editorial Committee reserves the
right to decide the issue and slot of the Newsletter your advertisement will appear.

Company : Tel/Fax No.
E-mail
Address
Website

Summary of Company

Please visit our website for more details on advertisement cost.
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